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JERUSALEM IN BIBLE TIMES 



PROFESSOR LEWIS BAYLES PATON, PH.D., D.D. 
Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 



I. THE LOCATION OF THE TEMPLE 

The Temple was the most important building in ancient Jerusalem. 
It was the center, not only of the religious, but also of the political 
and social life of Judea. It is more often mentioned in the Old 
Testament than any other place, and other places are habitually 
described by their relation to it. Accordingly, it furnishes the best 
starting-point for an investigation of the topography of ancient 
Jerusalem. 

There is no doubt that Herod's Temple stood on the site of Sol- 
omon's Temple. Solomon's Temple remained undisturbed until 
its destruction by Nebuchadrezzar. This destruction was not com- 
plete. The walls were partly cast down, so that the place could not 
be used as a fortress; but the stones were not carried away, and it 
was still easy to see where the ancient edifice had stood. The three 
deportations of the Judeans made by Nebuchadrezzar did not strip 
the land of its inhabitants. According to Jer. 40:11 ff., there was 
a considerable remnant left under the hand of Gedaliah, the gov- 
ernor. Even after the assassination of Gedaliah and the flight of 
many to Egypt (cf . Jer. 43 : 5-7), there was still a considerable number 
of the peasantry left. These people knew where the Temple had 
stood, and they kept up sacrifice on the site of the old Altar. Jer. 
41:5 tells us how "there came eighty men, having their beards 
shaven and their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with meal- 
offerings and frankincense in their hand, to bring them to the house 
of Yahweh." 

The exile lasted only fifty years (586-536 b. a), and many of 
those who returned had worshiped in the old Temple and knew 
exactly where it stood. When the second Temple was built in 
520 b. c, there were still some who had seen the Temple of Solomon 
in its glory. According to Ezra 3:12, "the old men that had seen 
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the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before 
their eyes, wept with a loud voice." Hag. 2:3 inquires: "Who is 
left among you that saw this house in its former glory ? and how do 
ye see it now ? is it not in your eyes as nothing ? " It is inconceivable, 
therefore, that the site of Solomon's Temple should have been lost 
during the brief period of the exile. Zerubbabel's Temple must 
have been reared on exactly the same spot where its predecessor 
stood. 
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THE HARAM ESH-SHERIF FROM THE SOUTHWEST 

It is certain also that Herod's Temple stood on the same ground 
as Zerubbabel's. Temple. From Josephus, AnL, xv, 11:2 and 
Wars, v, 5:1, it appears that Herod's work was merely an enlarge- 
ment of that of his predecessors, and that the Jews would not suffer 
a stone of Zerubbabel's Temple to be taken down until another stone 
was ready to put into its place. Accordingly, it may be regarded as 
certain that there was no change in the location of the Temple from 
the time when it was first built to the time when it was destroyed by 
Titus. If, then, we can determine the location of Herod's Temple, 
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we shall also know where Solomon's Temple stood, and shall have 
found the key to the problem of the pre-exilic topography of Jerusalem. 

Fortunately for archaeology, the location of Herod's Temple 
can be determined with certainty. An unbroken tradition of Jews, 
Christians, and Mohammedans, existing from the earliest times, 
locates the Temple on the site of the Haram-esh-Sherif, the "Noble 
Sanctuary," or "Mosque of Omar," as we are accustomed to call it, 
on the eastern hill of modern Jerusalem. The correctness of this 
tradition is confirmed by archaeological research, for the description 
of Herod 's Temple given by ancient writers corresponds with numer- 
ous remains still to be seen in and about the Haram area. 

Our two main sources of information are the accounts of Josephus 
in Ant., xv, n; Wars, v, 5, and of the Mishna tractate Middoth, 
chap, ii. 1 Josephus was a priest, who had himself ministered in the 
sanctuary, so that his knowledge of the Temple rested upon personal 
observation. 2 The tractate Middoth was composed, though not 
written, within a century after the destruction of the Temple and 
embodies the tradition of the priests and Levites. Both of these 
works, accordingly, are authorities of the first class in regard to 
the original appearance of the Temple. 

1. The Platform. — In regard to the Platform on which the Temple 
stood Josephus gives an account in Ant., xv, n: 1-5 ; xx, 9 : 7 ; Wars, 
i, 21:1; v, 5:1. From these descriptions the following features are 
clear: The Temple lay on a narrow, rocky ridge between two deep 
valleys that ran north and south. On the east the valley was so 
deep that it made one dizzy to look down into it. The city lay 
over against the Temple on the west, and curved around in the 
manner of a theater. The Temple hill was highest at the point 
where the Sanctuary stood, and sloped rapidly to the south and to 
the east. The top of the hill was insufficient for a large edifice, and 
room could be obtained only by building massive substructures. 
The retaining walls of the Platform rose on three sides — the west, 

1 The Greek text of Josephus is given in the critical edition of Niese, 1887-95; 
English translations by Whiston, and by Shilletto. The tractate Middoth is translated 
in Barclay's The Talmud, in the Appendix of Fergusson's Temple 0} the Jews, and in 
the Jerusalem Volume of the Palestine Exploration Fund. 

2 On the life of Josephus, see Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. V, p. 461. 
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south, and east. On the south the wall ran all the way from valley 
to valley. The walls were joined to native rock at the bottom and 
rose to such a height that they were level with the top of the hill. 
This necessitated an elevation of 300 cubits, or 450 feet. They 
were so lofty that people who fell from them were instantly killed. 
The stones were white and of enormous size, some of them being 
20 cubits in length and 6 cubits in height. The space inside of the 
wall was filled so as to construct a large, level platform, and on the 
outside the foundations were covered in order to raise the ground to 
the level of the streets of the city. 

With all the features of this description the modern Haram area 
exactly corresponds. It lies on the narrow eastern hill of Jerusalem ; 
between the deep valley of the W&dy Sitti Maryam on the east and 
El-W&d on the west. The western hill, on which the modern city 
lies, curves about it in a semicircle. Borings in the Haram area 
disclose that the rocky surface slopes rapidly to the south and to 
the east, so that the summit of the hill is naturally inadequate for a 
large edifice. The area is inclosed only on the west, south, and 
east, and on the north there is level ground connecting with the 
northeast quarter of the city. The south wall reaches all the way 
from El- Wad to W&dy Sitti Maryam. The excavations of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund have shown that the foundations of 
these walls go down to native rock. At the southeast corner of the 
Haram a shaft had to be sunk to a depth of 80 feet before the bottom 
of the wall was found, and at the northeast corner there was a depth 
of 125 feet. In spite of the vast accumulations of rubbish that now 
hide the lower portion of the wall, it still towers to an imposing 
height above the valley; and if the rubbish were removed, it would 
show the 300 cubits that Josephus mentions. Huge stones may 
still be seen at the Wailing Place of the Jews in the western wall, 
and throughout the entire length of the southern and eastern walls, 
and they are made of white limestone such as Josephus describes. 
In the southeast corner of the Haram area there are immense vaults, 
known as "Solomon's stables," that raise the top of the Platform 
to the needed height, and around the southern end of the Platform 
the ground has been filled in precisely as Josephus states. It appears, 
accordingly, that in every particular the retaining wall of the Haram 
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PLAN OF THE HARAM ESH-SHERIF 
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area corresponds with the description of the outer wall of the Temple 
constructed by King Herod. 

In regard to the size of the Outer Court that stood upon the Plat- 
form, our authorities disagree. Josephus, Ant., xv, 11:3, states 
that it was a stadium, or 400 cubits — i. e., 600 feet square. Middoth, 
ii, 1, says that it was 500 cubits — i. e., 750 feet square. The actual 
length of the south wall of the Haram is 922 feet. The different 
figures given by Josephus and Middoth show that both depended upon 
rough estimates rather than upon measurement; consequently, 
their lack of correspondence with the actual length of the south 
wall constitutes no objection to identifying it with the south wall of 
Herod's Platform. It should be noted also that their measurements 
apply to the court within the inclosing wall and are exclusive of the 
broad cloisters that encompassed the court on all four sides. 

On the north and west Josephus gives the same dimensions for 
the Platform as on the south — namely, 400 cubits, or 600 feet. The 
present Haram wall measures 1,601 feet on the west and 1,530 on 
the east. If this disproportion between the length and the breadth 
had existed in Josephus ' day, he could not have spoken of the Temple 
area as square. This seems to show a serious lack of agreement 
between the Temple and the modern Haram. Explorations show, 
however, that the original Haram area did not extend so far north as 
the present one. In the south wall of Birket Isra'in, the traditional 
Pool of Bethesda, which stands at the north end of the present Haram 
inclosure, no ancient stones have been found. This shows that 
Herod 's Platform did not extend so far north. No corner or straight 
joiat exists in the face of the east wall at the present northeast corner 
of the Haram; consequently the original north line cannot have 
joined the east wall at this point. Just beyond the Golden Gate, 
however, the character of the masonry changes, and this seems to 
show that the ancient northeast corner was at this point. The north 
wall of Herod's Temple apparently coincided with the north line of 
the present Inner Platform of the Haram. In this case, the original 
Platform was nearly square, each side being about 1,000 feet long. 
The statements of Josephus and of Middoth, accordingly, are not so 
inappropriate to the Haram area as they appear at first sight. 

Josephus states that the inclosing wall was entirely the work of 
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Herod. With this correspond the facts that the foundations are all 
in one line, and that the great drafted masonry is all of one class 
from the foundation upward. Only in the south wall west of the 
Double Gate and in the east wall south of the Prophet's Gate are 
stones with rustic bosses. These were designed to be covered by 
filling in the foundations, so that their presence does not indicate a 
different period of construction. Modern authorities are agreed that 
the huge drafted stones that form the lower courses of the Haram 
wall belong to the Herodian period. They must be older than the 
Moslem era, because they were seen and described by numerous 
pilgrims before 530 A. d., and because the Arabs were incapable of 
executing such a gigantic architectural enterprise. They cannot be 
more ancient than the time of Herod, because they intersect the old 
city aqueduct on the southwest. They are of the same general 
type as the stones in the so-called Tower of David, which is generally 
admitted to have been one of the towers of Herod 's palace, and they 
disclose the same kind of marginal drafting and fine adz dressing 
that is seen in the remains of the Tyropoean Bridge, which was 
certainly the work of Herod. The Phoenician letters discovered 
on the stones near the southeast corner were formerly supposed to 
prove that this wall was the work of Solomon, but it is now recog- 
nized that they may have been written in the Herodian period quite 
as well as in the Solomonic. 

2. The Citadel of Antonia. — This is described by Josephus in 
Wars , v, 4:2; v, 5:8, as follows: 

Those parts that stood northward of the Temple, being joined to the hill, 
made it considerably larger, and occasioned that fourth hill, which is called 
Bezetha, to be inhabited also. It lies over against the Tower of Antonia, but 
is divided from it by a deep valley, which was dug on purpose, in order to hin- 
der the foundations of Antonia from joining this hill, and thereby affording an 
opportunity for getting to it with ease, and lessening its superior elevation, for 
which reason also that depth of the ditch increased the elevation of the towers. 
.... Now, as to the Tower of Antonia, it was situated at the corner of two 
cloisters of the court of the Temple, that on the west, and that on the north: it 
was erected upon a rock fifty cubits in height, and was on a great precipice: it 

was the work of King Herod From thence the whole Temple might be 

viewed: but on the corner, where it joined the two cloisters of the Temple, it 
had passages down to them both, through which on the Jewish festivals, the guard 
with arms (for there always lay in this tower a Roman legion) went several ways 
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among the cloisters, in order to watch the people, that they might not there 
attempt to make any innovations, for the Temple was a fortress that guarded 
the city, as was Antonia a guard to the Temple; and in that tower were the 
guards of those three. There was also a special fortress belonging to the Upper 
City, which was Herod's palace; but as for the hill Bezetha, it was divided from 
Antonia, as we have already told you; and as that hill on which the. Tower of 
Antonia stood was the highest of these three, so did it adjoin to the New City, 
and was the only place that hindered the sight of the Temple on the north. 

The Castle of Antonia is also referred to in the following pa ssages : 
Ant., xiii, 16:5: xv, 11:4; xv, 11:7; xviii, 4:3; xx, 1:1; xx, 5:3; 
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SITE OF THE CASTLE OF ANTONIA 

Wars, i, 5:4; i, 21:1; ii, 15:5; ii, 15:6; 11, 16:5; v, 7:3* v, 9:2; 



= 75 



vi, 1:8; 



vi. 



2:5; vi, 4:4. 



In Wars, v, 5:2, it is stated that the Outer Court of the Temple 
measured six stadia, including the Tower of Antonia. The court 
proper, as we have just seen, was only four stadia square; conse- 
quently the Tower must have stood one stadium north of the Temple 
and have been connected with it by a passage guarded on both sides 
with walls. To this passage Josephus alludes in Wars, v, 5:8: 
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"On the corner where it joined the two cloisters of the Temple, 
it had passages down to them both." This portico leading from 
the Temple to the Castle of Antonia is apparently referred to in 
Acts 21:40 as the place from which Paul made his defense to the 
people. 

These descriptions of Antonia correspond precisely with the 
present site of the Turkish barracks at the northwest corner of the 
Haram area. This is about a stadium distant from the north edge 
of the inner platform which, as we have seen, corresponds with the 
north line of the court of Herod's Temple. It lies upon a rocky 
cliff 50 cubits in height; it overlooks the Temple and hinders the 
view from the north. The researches of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund have shown that it is separated by a deep artificial ditch from 
the northeast quarter of the modern city, which corresponds with the 
Bezetha quarter or New City of Josephus. There is general agree- 
ment, therefore, that in the Barrack Rock we see the site of the 
Castle of Antonia. 

3. The city walls. — According to Wars, v, 4:2, the first, or inner, 
wall of the city on the north began at the tower called Hippicus, 
extended as far as the Xystus, and then, joining the Council-House, 
ended at the west cloister of the Temple. This statement, in con- 
nection with the natural features of the ground, shows that the wall 
must have joined the Temple about midway in its western side. At 
this point traces are still to be seen of the causeway on which the 
wall crossed the Tyropoean Valley at the so-called Wilson's Arch, 
600 feet from the southwest corner of the Haram. Wilson 's Arch is 
itself a late construction, but beneath it are remains of older arches 
of the Herodian period. 

In Wars, v, 4:2, Josephus states that the south wall of the city 
joined the temple at the east cloister. The excavations of Warren 
have disclosed a massive wall running in a southwesterly direction 
from the southeast corner of the Haram. This wall joins the Haram 
with a straight joint, which shows that the two were not built at the 
same time. This corresponds with the fact that the south wall was 
older than the constructions of Herod. This wall is 14^ feet thick 
and 75 feet in height. It is buried under rubbish that rises four feet 
above its top. 
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4. The Gates, — In regard to the gates that gave access to the 
Temple, Josephus says: 

Now in the western quarters of the inclosure there were four gates; the first 
led to the King's Palace by a viaduct over the intermediate valley; two more 
led to the suburbs of the city; and the last led to the other city, descending 
into the valley by a great number of steps, and thence up again by the ascent. 
{Ant., xv, 11:5.) 

The first of the gates thus described led to a bridge across the 
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ROBINSON'S ARCH 

Tyropoean Valley to the Upper City. This was built originally by 
the Hasmonean kings. According to Ant., xiv, 4:2; Wars, i, 7:2, 
Aristobulus broke it down in order to prevent Pompey's attacking 
the Temple. It was subsequently rebuilt by Herod (cf. Wars, vi, 
8:1; 6:2). Remains of it are still to be seen in Robinson's Arch, 
which protrudes from the eastern wall of the Haram at a distance of 
38 feet and 9 inches from the southwest corner. A pier of this bridge 
and fallen stones were discovered in the excavations of Warren, so 
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that there is no doubt in regard to the character of the structure. 
The arch is 50 feet in breadth and has a span of 50 feet. The breadth 
plus its distance from the southwest corner corresponds closely with 
the breadth of the Royal Cloister at the south end of the Temple. 
It appears, accordingly, that this bridge was designed as an approach 
to the Cloister. The excavations of Warren disclosed a pavement 
beneath this bridge, and below this pavement was found a voussoir 
of an older bridge. This must have been the one that was destroyed 
by the Jews in anticipation of Pompey's attack in 63 b. c. When 
the bridge was rebuilt by Herod in 19 b. c, a pavement was laid 
over the remains of the older structure, and upon this the new edifice 
was erected. As previously remarked, the masonry is identical 
with the inclosing wall of the Haram. 

The second western gate, according to Josephus, led by a stair- 
way to the bottom of the valley. This gate must have been near the 
southwest corner on account of the necessity of a staircase to descend 
to the bottom of the valley. Below the modern Bab el-Magh&ribe 
remains of an older gate, known as Barclay's Gate, have been discov- 
ered. This is 270 feet from the southwest corner, and is apparently 
the second of the western gates named by Josephus. Within this 
gate there must be steps leading up to the top of the Platform, but 
these have been walled up by the Moslems and are inaccessible. 

The two other gates on the west that Josephus mentions as lead- 
ing to the commercial suburb must have lain north of the old first 
city wall that joined the Temple in the middle of its western side. 
These are found in the Gate of the Chain and the Gate of the Bath, 
below which are the remains of ancient entrances. Middoth, i, 3, 
names only one gate, Kipinus, on the west. Which of the four 
mentioned by Josephus is intended is uncertain. 

In regard to the gates on the south Josephus states merely the 
fact that there were such gates. Middoth, i, 3, states that there 
were two of them, and calls them the two gates of Huldah. These 
correspond with the Double and the Triple Gates which are still 
to be seen in the southern wall of the Haram area. The Double Gate 
lies 350 feet from the southwest angle: the Triple Gate lies 60c feet 
from that angle. Both of these are now walled up with late Arab 
masonry, but the original outline of the arches is still traceable. 
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From the Double Gate a double tunnel, accessible from the Mosque of 
Aksa, leads up to the top of the Platform. The vaulting in these 
tunnels belongs to the time of Justinian, but the lower masonry 
probably goes back to the time of Herod. These passage-ways give 
us an excellent idea of how the people came up from the lower levels, 
through the foundations of the Platform, to the Temple Court on 
the summit. 

One eastern gate, called the Gate of Shushan, is mentioned in 
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Middoth, i, 3. It corresponds with the modern Golden Gate, which 
is the only gate in the eastern wall of the Haram. This gate was 
rebuilt by Justinian, and no Herodian masonry is at present visible; 
but it probably stands upon the site of the ancient entrance. This gate 
also has been built up by the Moslems, so that it is now inaccesible. 
5. The Balustrade. — The Inner Court of the Temple was sepa- 
rated from the Outer Court by a balustrade, in regard to which 
Josephus speaks as follows: 
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Thus was the first inclosure, in the midst of which, and not far from it, was 
the second, reached by a few steps; this was encompassed by a stone wall for a 
partition, with an inscription which forbade any foreigner to go in under pain 
of death. {Ant. xv, 11:5.) 

When one went through this [first court], into the second [court of the] 
Temple, there was a partition made of stone all round, whose height was three 
cubits; its construction was very elegant; upon it stood pillars at equal distances 
from one another, declaring the law of purity, some in Greek, and some in Roman 
letters, that no foreigner should go within that sanctuary. (Wars, v, 5:2.) 

Titus .... reproached John and his party and said to them: "Have not 
you, vile wretches, put up this partition-wall before your sanctuary ? Have not 
you put up the pillars thereto belonging, at due distances, and on them engraved 
in Greek, and in our own letters, this prohibition, That no foreigner should go 
beyond that wall ? Have we not given you leave to kill one who goes beyond it, 
though he be a Roman ?" (Wars, vi, 2:4.) 

This inclosure is also alluded to in Acts 2 : 28 ff ., where the Jews 
seek to kill Paul because they suppose that he has brought Tro- 
phimus the Ephesian into the inner area. Middoth, ii, 3, speaks 
of this Balustrade as follows: 

Inside [of the Mountain of the House] was a reticulated wall ten hand- 
breadths high, and in it were thirteen breeches broken down by the Greek Kings. 
The (Jews) restored and fenced them and decreed before them thirteen acts 
of obeisance. 

In 187 1 Clermont- Ganneau discovered one of the Greek inscriptions 
of which Josephus speaks, warning gentiles from passing within the 
barrier. This reads as follows: 

No stranger is to enter within the balustrade and embankment round the 
sacred place. Whoever is caught will be answerable for his death which will 
ensue. 

The correspondence of the language of this inscription with the 
statement of Josephus is a striking confirmation of the accuracy of 
the Jewish historian's observation. 

6. The Inner Court. — Within the Balustrade was the Inner 
Court, or Sanctuary, into which only Israelites might enter. Jose- 
phus (Wars, v, 5:2) describes it as follows : 

That second court of the Temple was called the Sanctuary, and was ascended 
to by fourteen steps from the first court. This court was four-square, and had 

a wall about it peculiar to itself Beyond these fourteen steps there was 

the distance of ten cubits to the wall: this was all level; hence there were other 
stairs, each of five steps apiece, that led to the gates. 
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Middoth, ii, 3, speaks of it thus: 

Inside of it was the Chel ten cubits broad and twelve steps were there. The 
height of each step was one-half cubit and the breadth one-half cubit. All the 
steps were in height one-half cubit and in breadth one-half cubit, except those 
of the porch. 

In regard to the location of the Inner Court with reference to the 
Outer Court, Middoth, ii, 1, states that "the larger space was on the 
south, the second on the east, the third on the north, and the least 
westward." This shows that the Inner Court must have lain in 
the same position as the southern end of the present Inner Platform 
of the Haram. This Inner Platform rises to a height of several feet 
above the general level of the Haram area, and its shape is so peculiar in 
its departure from rectangularity that it is more likely to be a survival 
of an ancient construction than a creation of the Arab builders. 
According to Middoth, the Court of the Women was 135 cubits long, 
and the Court of the Priests 187 cubits long, making together the 
sum of 322 cubits. Between the Court of the Women and the Court 
of the Priests lay the Court of Israel. The length of this, unfor- 
tunately, is not given. (The statement in regard to the "place of 
the treading of the feet of Israel" does not apply to this court.) 
The present Inner Platform is about 468 cubits in the line from 
east to west through the middle. Subtracting 322 cubits, this would 
leave 138 cubits for the length of the Court of Israel. This corre- 
sponds so closely with the size of the Court of the Women that it is 
probably a correct estimate, and the whole size of the Inner Court 
will then correspond so closely with the Inner Platform of the Haram 
that we can hardly doubt that the two are identical. 

7. The Altar. — Josephus and Middoth both place the Temple 
at the west end of the Inner Court, with the Court of the Priests 
and the Court of Israel and the Court of the Women to the eastward 
(cf. Wars, ii, 17:3). The Temple, accordingly, must have stood 
close to the western edge of the present Inner Platform of the Haram. 
In front of the Temple in the Court of the Priests stood the Altar 
of Burnt Offering (cf. Ant., xv, 11:5). In Wars, v, 5:6, the Altar 
is thus described: 

Before this temple stood the Altar, fifteen cubits high, and equal both in 
length and breadth; each of which dimensions was fifty cubits. The figure it 
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was built in was a square, and it had corners like horns; and the ascent to it 
from the south sloped backward gently. It was formed without any iron tool, 
nor did any such iron tool so much as touch it at any time. 

The description of the Altar in Middoth, in, i 3, is as follows: 

The Altar was thirty-two cubits square And in the southwestern 

corner were two holes as two thin nostrils that the blood poured upon the western 
and southern foundations should run into them; and it commingled in a canal 
and flowed out into the Kidron Below in the pavement in the same 
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corner there was a place a cubit square with a marble tablet and a ring fastened 
in it. Through it they descended to the sewer and cleansed it. 

The Temple was 100 cubits long (cf. Ant., xv, 11:3; Middoth, 
iv, 6) ; and since the Altar of Burnt Offering stood in front of it to 
the east, it must correspond with the Sahra, or sacred rock, that 
lies under the center of the dome of the Noble Sanctuary. Sacred 
spots are cherished in the Orient with remarkable persistency. The 
Altar must have been the first structure reared on the top of the 
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hill, and the memory of its location has lasted down to our own day 
and is the explanation of the sanctity of the Sahra. This rock is the 
original summit of the hill, which appears here only in the entire 
Haram area. The highest point would be the one naturally selected 
at the outset for the placing of the Altar. Moreover, the description 
of the channels and receptacles for blood under the Altar corresponds 
with the caves and tunnels under the modern Sahra. This view 
is more probable than that of Moslem tradition, followed by Conder 
and some other authorities, which identifies the Sahra with the site of 
the Holy of Holies. 

8. The Cisterns and Drains. — Josephus and Middoth speak of 
a large number of cisterns and channels for water that existed beneath 
the Temple area. These correspond with the cisterns and channels 
that exist beneath the modern Haram area, but a precise identifica- 
tion of the particular names is at present impossible. 

9, Jerome in his commentary on Isa. 2:8, and on Matt. 24:15, 
states that Hadrian set up a statue of Jupiter on the site of the Temple. 
This statue was seen by the Bordeaux Pilgrim in 333 A. d. The 
inscription that stood originally on the base of this statue is still to 
be seen on a large stone built upside down into the wall near the 
Double Gate. 

On the basis of these facts it is indisputable that the Haram 
area corresponds with the site of the Temple of Solomon, of Ze- 
rubbabel, and of Herod. On this point there is agreement among 
all writers, Jewish, Christian, and Mohammedan, Protestant and 
Catholic, critical and uncritical. It is the only point in the topog- 
raphy of ancient Jerusalem in regard to which there is universal 
agreement. This, accordingly, we must make our point of departure 
in our investigation of the city. 



